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(probably termites or "white ants" are meant). The ants
swarmed out and covered the cobs, and were then brushed
off and roasted. Wild fruits, which had been recklessly
eaten, poisoned some of the men and most of the horses.
However, in the vicinity of Makatoa they were met by the
son of the chief of the place with five canoes, which ferried
them across the river to the Indian settlement, where, to
their great relief and joy, they were supplied with venison,
fish, maize, and manioc roots. The city of Makatoa was
found to consist of well-constructed houses in streets at
regulated intervals, and contained a population of about
800 of the Waupe Indians. Their chief was a man of
middle age, well built, with an aquiline nose and fine
countenance.

This chief advised von Huten not to advance into the
territory of the Omagua Indians, as, although these people
possessed much gold and silver, they were powerful and
warlike. In spite of this warning, however, von Huten
entered the Ornagua country, and reached one of the towns
where the streets were straight, with the houses touching
each other, and where there was an edifice of great height
in the centre. This, according to the Amerindian guides
of the German-Spanish expedition, was not only inhabited
by the principal chief of the Omagua, but also served as
a temple and contained many idols of gold. Stimulated
by von Huten's promise of booty equitably shared, the
Germans and Spaniards (400 or 500 in number) charged
down a hill and attempted to force their way into the city.
But the Omagua Indians came out in great force to the
sound of drums. Von Huten was severely wounded, and
the whole expedition retreated rapidly, harassed by a large
army of Omaguas who followed them, until at last the
rearguard of the Spaniards turned and Inflicted such

'0547)                                                                                            7